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The main features of the act are: The general control is given to 
the civil governments of the states, and training-schools in state hos¬ 
pitals (or in those recognized by the state in this respect) are eligible 
to send graduates to the state examination. Just what lines the state 
will draw in granting recognition, or how it will investigate or inspect, 
is not set forth. 

The civil authorities will select the physicians, three in a group, 
who will conduct the examinations on lines closely specified in the 
Act. 

One year’s training course is required, but exceptions may be 
made of nurses who have not studied in recognized schools, but who 
in the judgment of the civil authorities have had equivalent training. 

The defects of this bill are obvious, prominent being the limita¬ 
tion to one year, which is very possibly due to a w'ish to let all the 
military and naval service men through (for they figure prominently). 

Every one knows that a one-year’s course means a superficial 
training. As a matter of fact, all of the best German schools, though 
counting only one year for training, give their nurses from three to 
five years’ hospital service. 

The good thing in the German situation is that government of¬ 
ficials in Germany are of a high type of civic virtue and work from a 
sense of duty and public responsibility. “Graft” and “pull” are all 
but unknown, and the German law will be administered seriously. 
Some of the most sympathetic and liberal supporters of nursing reform 
in Germany are layman in high official positions. 

The best medical men there also often in practise accord to the 
women nurses a consideration that they would perhaps not be willing 
to see on paper, for in Germany, as 'in some places nearer home, the 
men like to seem to be doing everything of their own motion. As we 
have formerly mentioned, certain medical men in Germany have 
sinned against ethics and good standards in nursing, by yielding to 
the commercial temptation, and thus a certain amount of odium has 
attached to them as well as to the victims of their sham courses. 

These bogus courses will have an emphatic set-back under the 
new law. 


THE ENGLISH REGISTRATION MOVEMENT 

A deputation of representative nurses, medical men, and lay 
supporters of registration was received early in March by the president 
of the Privy Council, the Earl of Crewe, who gave a sympathetic 
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hearing to the addresses made and the arguments presented in favor 
of legal status for nurses. The deputation included Mrs. Bedford 
Fenwick, secretary of the State Society; Miss Haldane, of the Scottish 
Registration Committee; Miss Hampson, the president of the Irish 
Nurses' Association; Miss Peter, late Superintendent of the Queen 
Victoria Jubilee Institute for Nurses; Miss Pearse, Miss Mollett, Miss 
Barton, Miss Forrest, all representing hospital and nursing interests; 
and Miss Breay, the secretary of the Matron's Council. Lady Helen 
Munro Ferguson, whose assistance has been of a most effective and 
unremitting character, and Mrs. Garrett Fawcett were among the lay 
members, and Dr. Bedford Fenwick, Dr. H. Langley Browne, and Sir 
James Crichton Browne represented the medical profession. The 
deputation was cordially received by the president of the Privy 
Council, who said in his reply to the addresses that the uniform of 
the nurse carried with it a prestige only enjoyed in the case of “the 
inferior sex’' by His Majesty's Navy, and it was important that its 
honor should be upheld. He assured the deputation that a registra¬ 
tion bill, if introduced, would receive the “benevolent attention of 
the government. ” 

Thus another important step in the highly picturesque and ex¬ 
traordinary road toward their goal has been taken by the nurses of 
Great Britain. When registration finally comes, we hope the leaders 
of this most determined and intelligent movement will write a com¬ 
plete history of its whole inception and progress. 


RAISING THE STANDARD IN THE ENGLISH ARMY NURSING 

SERVICE 

The English Military Nursing Service has instituted an excellent 
and practical examination test for matrons, and after February all 
sisters, before promotion to the rank of matron, will be required to 
pass this examination. The British Journal of Nursing summarizes 
the eligibility qualifications for this examination as follows: 

The completion of five year’s service in the rank of sister in the 
military service. 

The submission of a certificate that, during the twelve months 
previous to the date on which the examination is held, the candidate 
has undergone special instruction by a matron in the matron's duties 
for a period of two months, or has discharged matron’s duties for the 
same period. This certificate is to be signed by the matron of the 
hospital in which the sister is serving. 



